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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


For THE Periop Juty 1, 1982, To JUNE 30, 1983 


Boston, Juty 1, 1983. 
Hon. Kevin H. WHITE, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, —In Compliance with section 24, chapter 3 of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1, 1982, to June 
30, 1983. 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to9 P.M. from August 12 
to August 16, excluding Sunday, August 15; from Septem- 
ber 30 to October 4, excluding Sunday, October 3. 

At the central office from 9 a.M. to 10 P.M. from August 
17 for the State Primary Election; October 5 for the State 
Election. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 9 p.M., except Saturdays, when hours were from 12 P.M. 
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to8p.m., on August 14 for the State Primary and October 2, 
for the State Election. 

In answer to many requests for special registration under 
Mass. General Laws chapter 51, section 42B, at schools, 
colleges, nursing homes, and other principal places of 
activity, extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these 
requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons who 
were eligible to register and vote but unable to appear at a 
registration office due to physical disability were registered 
in private homes or health care facilities in which they re- 
sided at the time of their requests. Persons so registered were 
furnished with an application for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 

At the City Election, held November 3, 1981, the num- 
ber of voters on the list was 261,576. The number of voters 
on the first list published by the Board for 1982 was 
202,256. From that time to the close of registration for the 
State Election, there were added the names of 36,585 vot- 
ers. Included in this figure are the names of 6,310 voters 
who were restored to the voting list without registration un- 
der the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, as 
amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. 
The number of voters on the day of the State Election, held 
November 2, 1982, was 238,841, a decrease of 32,735 below 
the number of voters on the list preceding the City Election. 
From this figure the names of 4,134 voters were removed 
from the list due to death or re-registration in another juris- 
diction. The number of voters on the final list was 235,003. 


NOMINATION Papers, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 6,428 nomination papers for the 
State Primaries on which 134,860 names were certified; 
446 initiative petitions on which 6,191 names were certi- 
fied; and 54 recount petitions on which 815 names were 
certified. A total of 6,928 papers were filed on which the 
names of 141,866 voters were certified. 


RECOUNTS 
A recount of votes cast in the State Primaries for the office 
of Representatives in the General Court in the Fifth and 
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Twelfth Suffolk Districts was held on September 23, 1982, 
and September 26, 1982. 

A recount of votes cast in the State Election for the office 
of Representative in the General Court in the Twelfth Suf- 
folk District was held on November 22, 1982. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST 


The names of 3,638 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1982 contained the 
names of 14,058 residents of Boston. During the time 
covered by this report 5,179 names were drawn for jury 
service. 


DistricT REPRESENTATION 


At the City Election held on November 3, 1981, the vot- 
ers approved a change in the makeup of the City Council 
and School Committee, as set forth in Mass. General Laws 
chapter 549 of the Acts of 1977. This change will become 
effective with the 1983 City Election. The vote for change 
in the structure of the City Council was: 41,973 . . . Yes; 
34,623. . . No. The vote for change'in the structure of the 
School Committee was: 41,823... Yes; 34,434... No. 
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As required by the law, the City Council set forth an ordi- 
nance dividing the city into nine equally populous districts. 
The composition of both the City Council and School Com- 
mittee shall require one District Councillor and one Dis- 
trict School Committeemember from each of the nine 
districts and four At Large City Councillors and four At 
Large School Committeemembers elected throughout the 
city. Signature requirements for these offices as set forth by 
the City Council are as follows: 


District: City Councillor... 2.66.06. oc. 5 200 
At Large City Councillor .............. 1,500 
District School Committeemember........ 200 


At Large School Committeemember.... . 1,500 
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The districts are based on the 1975 State Census and are 
as follows: 


DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 6 
Ward 1 Ward 10, Prec. 6, 8, 9 
Ward 2 Ward 11, Prec. 6 to 10 
Ward 3, Prec. 1 to5 Ward 18, Prec. 23 
Ward 19, Prec. 1 to 6, 8, 9 
DISTRICT 2 Ward 20, Prec. 3, 5 to 7, 10 to 20 
Ward 3, Prec. 7, 8 
Ward 4, Prec. 1 to5 DISTRICT 7 
Ward_ 5, Prec. 1 Ward 7, Prec. 10 
Ward 6 Ward 8, Prec. 3 to7 
Ward 7, Prec. 1 to9 Ward 9, Prec. 3to5 
Ward §8, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 10, Prec. 7 
Ward 9, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 11, Prec. 1 to5 
Ward 12 
DISTRICT 3 Ward 13, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 5, 
Ward 13, Prec. 3, 6 to 10 Ward 14, Prec. 1 
Ward 15, Prec. 3 to 9 Ward 15, Prec. 1, 2 
Ward 16 
Ward 17, Prec. 4, 9, 11 to 14 DISTRICT 8 
Ward _ 3, Prec. 6 
DISTRICT 4 Ward 4, Prec. 6 to 10 
Ward 14, Prec. 2 to 14 Ward _ 5, Prec. 2 to 10 
Ward 17, Prec. 1 to 3, 5 to 8, 10 Ward 10, Prec. 1 to 5 
Ward 18, Prec. 1 to 4, 21 Ward 21, Prec. 1 
DISTRICT 5 DISTRICT 9 
Ward 18, Prec. 5 to 20, 22 Ward 21, Prec. 2 to 16 
Ward 19, Prec. 7, 10 to 13 Ward 22 


Ward 20, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 8, 9 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
for the State Primaries and State Election, 1982. 


State Primaries State 
Democrats Republicans Election 

Applications Received 
Civilians (mailed 479 24 749 
Civilians in hand) 425 12 425 
Physically disabled 1,515 226 1,893 
Permanent physically disabled 68 20 108 
Federal service personnel (Reg.) 8 0 37 
Federal service personnel aie V.) 15 0 38 
Total 2,510 282 3,250 

Applications Rejected 
Civilian 10 3 18 
Physically disabled 160 6 114 
Federal service personnel 5 1 3 
Total 175 10 135 

Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 

Civilians (mailed) 469 21 731 
Civilians (in hand) 425 12 425 
Physically disabled 1,355 220 Nee) 
Permanent physically disabled 68 20 108 
Federal service peronnel (Reg.) 8 0 37 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) 15 0 35 


Total 2,340 273 3,115 
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Ballots Returned from or in Hand 


Civilians (returned) 458 7 712 
Civilians (in hand) 425 12 425 
Physically disabled 1,376 20 1,691 
Permanent physically disabled 10 0 99 
Federal service personnel ul ) 59 
Total 2076 39 2,986 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
Prior to Sending to Polls: 
All Classes 54 3 129 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes 1,865 60 2,945 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed 10 2 9 
Ballots Returned Too Late To Be Cast 134 10 107 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Michael A. Joyce continued as Chairman, Everette 
Sheppard as Secretary, William Arrigal and James Casa- 
letto as members. Joyce and Casaletto represent the Demo- 
cratic Party while Sheppard and Arrigal represent the 
Republican Party. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for fiscal 1983 
amounted to $1,277,168. 


MicHaEL A. Joyce, Chairman, 
EVERETTE SHEPPARD, 
JAMES CASALETTO, 
WILLIAM F’. ArrIGAL, JR. 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
As Returned by the Bureau of the Census, 1980 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 1 
Proposed Amendment to the Constitution 


SUMMARY 


The proposed constitutional amendment would remove the present constitutional 
prohibition against the use of public funds to aid or maintain private primary or 
secondary schools. 

It would permit the Commonwealth, cities and towns to make public funds avail- 
able to pupils attending private primary and secondary schools in the form of 
either aid, materials or services subject, however, to three specific limitations. 
First, the private school could not be one that discriminates on the basis of race or 
color in its admission requirements. Second, the grant of aid must be consistent 
with the First Amendment to the United States Constitution which guarantees the 
free exercise of religion and prohibits the establishment of religion. Third, indi- 
vidual pupils would have to request the aid, materials or services. In addition to 
these three specific limitations, the amendment would authorize the legislature to 
enact other laws imposing conditions or restrictions on the grant of public aid, 
materials or services. 

The proposal would also change the state constitution to allow public money to be 
spent to aid infirmaries, hospitals, charitable or religious undertakings if they are 
either publicly owned or under the control of public officials. The state constitu- 
tion now prohibits such spending unless these institutions are both publicly owned 
and under the control of public officials. 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 2 
Proposed Amendment to the Constitution 


SUMMARY 


The proposed constitutional amendment would allow the legislature to enact laws 
authorizing the state courts to impose the death penalty on the conviction of 
crimes to be specified by law. The proposed amendment would provide that no 
provision of the state Constitution may in the future be construed as prohibiting 
the imposition of the punishment of death. 
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VOTES CAST ON LAW PROPOSED BY AN INITIATIVE PETITION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 3 
Law Proposed by Initiative Petition 


SUMMARY 


The proposed law would require that before the construction or operation of any 
new nuclear power plant or low-level radioactive waste storage or isnecal facility 
in the Commonwealth, the legislature must make certain findings and a majority 
of voters must approve the new facility at a statewide election. 

Before the question of building a new nuclear power plant could be submitted to 
the voters, ihe legislature would have to find that (1) the proposed facility is the 
best means for meeting energy needs based on certain economic, safety, environ- 
mental and social considerations; (2) a federally licensed facility exists for the dis- 
posal of the high-level radioactive waste that would be generated; (3) an approved 
emergency preparedness plan has been developed; (4) radioactive pollution stand- 
ards have been promulgated; and (5) a demonstrated, federally approved technol- 
ogy exists for decommissioning the proposed power plant. 

Before the question of building and operating a low-level radioactive waste stor- 
age or disposal facility or of entering into an agreement with another state to build 
and operate such a facility in Massachusetts could be submitted to the voters, the 
legislature would have to find that the technology and site designated for the pro- 
posed facility are the best available based on certain economic, safety, environ- 
mental and social considerations. The legislature would also have to find that the 
obligations imposed on Massachusetts by any interstate agreement were no 
greater than those imposed on any other state. 

The proposal would not apply to a facility which has obtained all necessary gov- 
ernment approvals before August 5, 1981, nor to any facility for disposal or stor- 
age of radioactive wastes from medical or bio-research applications in 
Massachusetts. 


80,719 35,340 
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VOTES CAST ON REFERENDUM ON AN EXISTING LAW 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 4 
Referendum on an Existing Law 


SUMMARY 


The law requires that a refundable deposit be paid for certain beverage containers 
sold in Massachusetts. 

Beverage containers of less than 32 ounces must have a refund value of at least five 
cents and larger containers a refund value of at least ten cents. This requirement 
applies to nonbiodegradable containers of carbonated soft drinks, mineral water, 
beer and other malt beverages, but not to containers of other alcoholic beverages, 
dairy products, natural fruit juices or wine. All beverage containers subject to 
deposit must clearly indicate the refund value on the container. 

The deposit is paid by the consumer upon purchase and must be refunded when 
the consumer returns the empty container to a proper dealer or redemption cen- 
ter, so long as the container does not contain any material different from its nor- 
mal contents. Dealers and distributors are also subject to the same deposit and 
refund on the beverage containers they handle, and are also entitled to a handling 
fee of at least one cent per container. 

No containers can be sold in the state if they are joined together by plastic rings or 
any other device that cannot be broken down by light or bacteria. 

The law provides a bottler a reduction in corporate excise tax of one-tenth of one 
cent for each reusable beverage container which the bottler sells in the first three 
months of 1983. The law provides for additional unemployment benefits and, if 
the legislature appropriates the funds, a job retraining program for employees of 
bottlers, canners, or manufacturers of beverage containers who lose their jobs as a 
result of this law. 

The law takes effect on January 17, 1983. 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS MORATORIUM 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 5 
Shall the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts inform the President 
and the Congress of the United States that it is the desire of the people of Massa- 
chusetts to have the government of the United States work vigorously to negotiate 
a mutual nuclear weapons moratorium and reduction, with appropriate verifica- 
tion, with the Soviet Union and other nations? 


82,147 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION TO SELL 
PORTIONS OF ARNOLD ARBORETUM 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 6 
This Question Is Not Binding 
Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legisla- 
tion properly before the General Court requiring the City of Boston to sell portions 
of the Arnold Arboretum for private development, the proceeds to be earmarked 
for security patrols and other safety programs in the park? 


In the 11th Suffolk Representative District 


+In Ward 11, Precincts 9 and 10 onl 
+In Ward 19, Precincts 2, 8 and 9 aly 
+In Ward 20, Precincts 1, 2, 4and 6 only 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION OF FEDERAL FUNDS FOR JOBS 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 6 
This Question Is Not Binding 

Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of a resolu- 
tion calling upon the United States Congress to make more federal funds available 
for jobs and programs in education, pablte transportation, energy efficient hous- 
ing, health care, and other services, and to obtain those funds by significantly 
reducing the amount spent on nuclear weapons and programs of foreign military 
intervention? 


In the 15th Suffolk Representative District 


+In Ward 17, Precincts 4, 7, 10 and 12 to 14 
+In Ward 18, Precincts 1, 2, 4 to 7 and 21 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION TO CLEAN UP HAZARDOUS WASTE 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 6 
This Question Is Not Binding 
Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legisla- 
tion creating a state fund to clean up hazardous waste sites, to be financed through 
a special tax on businesses which produce hazardous wastes and not through gen- 
eral tax revenues? 


In the 16th Suffolk Representative District 


+In Ward 18, Precincts 8, 10, to 20, and 22, 23 only 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION REGARDING RENT CONTROL 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 6 
This Question Is Not Binding 


Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legisla- 
tion controlling residential rents and evictions, assuring a fair net income to the 
owner, and exempting owner-occupied two- and three- family dwellings? 


In the 5th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 9th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 17th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 18th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 19th Suffolk Representative District 


+In Ward 5, Precinct 2 only 
In Ward 7, Precincts 6 and 8 to 10 
In Ward 9, Precincts 1 and 2 
In Ward 13, Precincts 1, 2 and 4 to 9 
In Ward 15, Precincts 1, 3, 4, 7, and 9 
In Ward 19, Precincts 1, 3, to5 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION OF PUBLIC SAFETY MANNING LEVELS 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 7 
This Question Is Not Binding 


Shall the Reresentative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legislation 
properly before the General Court peovicing for public review and approval of 
public safety manning levels, by district, in the City of Boston? 


In the 11th Suffolk Representative District 


In Ward 11, Precincts 9 and 10 only 
In Ward 19, Precincts 2, 8 and 9 
In Ward 20, Precincts 1, 2, 4 and 6 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION BANNING CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 1982 


Question 7 
This Question Is Not Binding 
Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legisla- 
tion banning condominium and CUE VIE ENE conversion of residential rental prop- 
erty for at least the next three years? 


In the 5th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 9th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 17th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 18th Suffolk Representative District 
In the 19th Suffolk Representative District 


In Ward 5, Precinct 2 only 
In Ward 7, Precincts 6 and 8 to 10 
In Ward 9, Precincts 1 and 2 
In Ward 13, Precinct 1, 2, and 4 to9 
In Ward 15, Precincts 1, 3, 4, 7 and 9 
In Ward 19, Precincts 1, 3 to 5 
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